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House, together with the polar axis and the Bedford manuscripts 
but Dr. Lee has kindly consented to this transfer. Previously' 
however, to its removal, a most careful scrutiny has been instituted 
of the slips and other papers with the printed Cycle , and various 
typographical errors have been detected in consequence. Some 
printed lists of these are herewith forwarded for any Fellows of the 
Society who may possess a copy of the work. —I have the honour 
to be, &c. 


“ Rev. R. Main” 


“ W. H. Smyth. 


The following communications were read :— 

I. Copy of a Letter from Professor Fuss, Perpetual Secretary 
of the Imperial Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg, to the 
Baron Berzelius, Perpetual Secretary of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Stockholm, on the contemplated extension of the 
Swedish Arc of Meridian, from its northern extremity at Pahtawara 
to the North Cape ; with a Letter from Capt. Sir John Ross, R.N., 
to Dr. Lee. Communicated by Dr. Lee. 

II. A Letter from the Rev. S. J. Rigaud to the Secretary, on 
the Character of Halley. 

“ January 9, 1845. 

“ Dear Sir, — In addition to the arguments which 1 have em- 
ployed in defence of Halley, in the tract which I did myself the 
honour to present to the Astronomical Society, I wish to mention 
the following facts :— 

“ 1st. I have evidence to shew that Halley was supposed at 
one time to be an aspirant to the office of precentor in a cathedral, 
I think that of Chichester, but I have not the memorandum by me 
in London. He was not in orders, so that this is clearly a mis¬ 
take ; but it is inconceivable that a man of known infidel views 
could have been seriously mentioned as a candidate for eccle¬ 
siastical duties. 

“ 2d. The following passage appears in the correspondence of 
Sir Thomas Browne, the learned and excellent author of the Religio 
Medici , vol. I. p. 224 :— 

“ 4 Hee (L e. Halley) came to church constantly, the parish 
church, which was St. Aldate’s, commonly called St. Fowl's, and 
whither the scollars of Pembroke college also went, and had one 
isle for themselves. Hee was a very good and plaine-dealing man, 
and had read Euclide and Ptolemie very accurately, and also 
Aristotle, whereof we should often discourse, and I cannot but 
remember him with some content.' 

“ The name of the Saint Fowl's is probably a mistake in tran¬ 
scribing or printing from the original MS. for TowVs , the ordinary 
pronunciation of the name being St. Oils. 

“ I consider this extract of great value; not only does it give 
the direct testimony of Sir T. Browne to regular habits of religions 
observance in Halley, but it bears remarkably on another point. . ™ 
has been usual to trace Halley's supposed scepticism to an exclusive 



© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjournals.org/ at UPVA on May 26, 2015 




■SYHNWSfr8I 


205 


& 

or 


,i PV otion of his mental powers to demonstrative reasoning, or to 
nhvsical phenomena, and the inductions derived from these. It is 
; not now necessary to argue how utterly false is the supposed con- 
' „exion as cause and effect between such speculations and infidelity ; 

" for the passage which has been cited shews that in the present case 
even the presumed cause was not present • it was not only inactive 
but actually non-existent. Halley’s mind had been directed, not 
onlv to physical, but to metaphysical and moral science His 
reasoning powers were practised, not only in demonstrative, but in 

moral and contingent evidence. , . 

“ Nor is this passage from Browne the only evidence to this 
fact. An analysis of the Aristotelian Ethics carefully drawn out in 
Halley’s own handwriting, is in existence, preserved in Lord Mac¬ 
clesfield’s library, at Shirburn castle; bound up with it, is also a 
treatise on logic. I have not yet had an opportunity of examining 
this, but, knowing how logic was taught at that period, I think it 
very likely that the tract may shew him to have been well acquainted 
with dialectical science, or the logic of contingent, no less than 
that of necessary truth. Much, however, may be inferred fiom 
what I am able to state positively; and, trusting that it may be ot 
interest to yourself and some members of the Society, I remain, 

dear sir, &c. « g TEPIIEN Jordan Rigaud.” 

Ill A Description of the Observatory of the College of George¬ 
town, near Washington, in the United States of America, by 
James Curley, Esq. Communicated by W. Simms, Esq. 

“ The Observatory of Georgetown College is situated a short 
distance from the banks of the Potomac River 160 feet above high- 
water mark ; it commands an extensive view of Washington and the 
neighbouring country, and is in sight of, and one and a half miles 
distant N.W. of, the Naval Observatory recently erected by our 
government. The house fronts the south, is.60 feet W- a “* 
about 30 feet wide, has 3 rooms on the ground-floor, of which t 
east and west, designed for meridian instruments, are 15 feet m 
height; the central part of the building is 30 feet square, running up 
two stories, each 15 feet in height, and appropriately surmounted 
with a moveable hemispherical dome 20 feet in diameter 

“ In the western room we have lately mounted a transit tele¬ 
scope having a inch object-glass of 76 inch focal length, and 
made’in the most approved manner by Ertel and Son, of Mumci. 
A sidereal clock by R. Molyneux is in the same room. 

“ The eastern room is ready for a meridian circle, which M . 
Simms, of London, has in hand! the circles will be 46 inches m 
diameter, and the telescope 5 feet in length. 

“ The room formed by the dome will be occupied by an equa- 
toreal refractor, now being made by Gambey, of Pans; it has an 
obiect-glass of 7 French inches in -diameter, and of about 10 feet 
focal length; the hour and declination circles are 16 and zo inches 
in diameter the latter reading to 10 seconds of space, and t e 
forme" To4 seconds of time. This instrument will rest on a solid 
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